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IWell worth their Obſervation, containing ſeafonable_ "Aﬀdice 
to them in their future ' Eletions of 'BURGESSES 
to ſerve in PARETAMENT, merely in relation” to, 
and ſo far forth only, as ſuch: Elefions-iaffet Trade. and 
are, "as will appear hereby, "the main Cauſe of fry" pre- 


: 


ſent Decay. eb nigel} +426 320i lin; 


i" 


- Xpexience docs ſufficiently aſſure every Tradingeman ia this: Kingdom, 
that there is a great and general decay of Trade,but the trye Reaſon of 
- this decay is knownto few: and. chey.,very.};kely who <0.pergeive it, 
having little gr no Intereſt by ic,... are little gg not all concerned to re+ 
medy it 3 divers cauſes arc afſigncd by divers men; according, to-their 
different IntereR and Principles 3 | the Diyine charges it upon the fintul hives bf men}, 
for which'God has brought this, and threatens other yet ſeverer Judgmegts; "and 
he is not altogether miſtaken, ,, jt being'on all hands confeſt, rhat tor the fins of a 
Nation are Gods Judgments upon it , but as: the deſign. of theſe ſheets. is. co. en- 
quire into ſecond and cauſes: merely humane, I ſhall 4 over this hſty, , with, this 
Obſervation only, thatif that were the only reaſon, as the tins of the, Nation are 
encral, and common to.all Orders and Degrees of men, the Judgments tor: thoſe 
Fns would be ſo too but here is a heavier Wes cy one part.,ef the land then 
upon the reſt, and they who are moſt afli&ed, art not, perhaps the greateſt Offeny 
derse F ue : 
To keep therefore within my bounds and to my firſt purpoſe of humane cauſes 3 - 
that your taftious Schiſmaticks ( thoſe Enemies of God and the King ) who hate 
and miſlike the Government only becauſe they have no ſhare in it, (and, who fearing 
the pretence of Religion too fiale a cheat , are glad to lay. hold on. any 2 are they 
who moſt cry out for thedecay of Trade, tho they have leaſt reaſon fo .to.dg, fince 
I ſhall make it appear anon they are the main cauſe ut it, is viſible to. a} men, . theſe 
impute that decay to the miſcarriages in Government 3 and whilſt theirxeſtleſs Spi- 
rits C which ſtill long for the Fleſh-pots of their old Egypt in which. the truc 1/racl 
was by themenſlaved ) are afraid too openly to declare againſt rhe Government , 
they do the utmoſt to undermine what they dare not direly affaulc, in.commend- 
ing, and flily infinuating the good daies of thelate times, the. Plenty, Power, 
Riches and Reputation of their -dear Commonyealth,z Thus labouring to create 
tome difturbance, that in the troubled waters they may fifh for themſelves, and 
catch once more ſome ſhare in the Government which God and Nature; haye not 
tormed , the King called, nor their own Abilities qualified them for. p 
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ons unde, becauſe] 3nd.chem direRtly againſt the plaip words and ſenſe of ſuch 
.Statiites EBIT. | | Ng 
Tis: Sell kiownoÞlate” years), 'the houſe. of Commons: has been. filled with 

entlemen,*whoſe Ignorance of, and unconcern tor Trade, has by degrees brought 

it to thecondition it is now in 3 - and the cnd I propoſe tomy ſelf in this, is to' con- 

vince all Corporations, that it is their duty and intereſt in the eleEions hereafter , 

to chooſe ſuch men , who live and 4ubfiſt by Trade, and whole intereſts are of 
neceſſity to riſe and fall as that does that it is their duty will appear from the E. 
A&saf Parliament, and that it is their intereſt alſo, will L hope-be-made petty plain | 
from whar Iſhall hereafter ſet Yowns* oo IE | 
-*- Th&Ht are ſeveral Statutes concerning Elefions', "as you will find them fet down : 

O89 2 -- -» mthe Margenr, the firſt of theſe directs thetime and man- \þ 
gms: oe ag 3 ner of 'piving notice'in the County of an'ElcRion to be JE 
5 ch a: theſecond confirms the firſt, -Fines the Sheriff who ſhall 
HSE. 1h Pg ' 21 A@ contrary to'it in one hundred pounds; the third I 
p09 291903%* 47 -)Thall fpeakof laſt 3 the fourth appoints every Knight of the 
Shire” tatſhall be” thoſeriits have forty ſhilling a'year at leaſt of trechold in the 
Tounty "where he' ſhall be choſen; and to' be refident and dwelling-.in the ſame 
County *the fife obliges every man' who ſhall have” a voice in the election of a 
Rnight<f 'the''Shire,” 'to have likewiſe forty ſhillings a year, and'to be dwelling | 
inthe fame County the ſixth provides againſt falſe returns, and appoints Penal- 

tieson the Sheriffs in-that caſe ; The third which is moſt to the preſent ' purpoſe , 

confirming former Statutes, appoints what men ſhall be choſen Burgeſſes, and 

how qualified for the Ele&ion , which being fo material and neceſſary forall men 

toknow', Thaye' thought good to fſet'it down in its own words, the rather for 


that it is very ſhort. © © 
1 #5. GT; Firſt that the Statutes-of the Election of Knights'of the Shires to 
come'to the Parliament, be holden and kept in all points, adjoyning to the ſame, 
that' the Knights of-the Shires,-- which from henceforth ſhall be choſen in every 
Shire; - be hbt choſen ,] unleſs they be -reſident within the Shire where they ſhall be 
choſen the*day' of the date-of the 'Writ 'of the Surnmons of the Parliament - 
Atd"that"the Knights and Eſquires, and other which ſhalt be Chooſers of thoſe 
Knights of the Shires, be alſo refident within the fame Shires in manner and 
form as 45 aforeſaid and moreover it is Ordained and Eſtabliſh'd, that- the 
Citizens and Burgeſles of the Cities and Boroughs, - be choſen Men Citizens and 
Bugeffes reſident dwelling and Free in the ſame Cities' and Boroughs, and no 0» 
ther in'any wile, - © nd f | 
Thus' far the. Statute which is very ſhort and'very plain: Here the King with 
his 
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his Parliament obſerving how at their time Gentlemen. Frecholders were ſometimes 
rcturned for Boroughs, who had Interelis of their own to manage, and theſe being op- 
polite to thoſe of, Tradeſmen, whoſe Burgeſſes:they were, thzy were not like to favour 
theſe againſi themſelves, nor to take that care of, Tradeas was requiſite for the pub. 
lick good, of which,and of the ways and means of improving jt,thcy were wholly Ig- 
norant. > es | "op 
Theſe things.conſidercd by King and Parliament,to prevent the growing miſcheif , 
they did very ſeafonably apply that early remedy of this at otParliament,obliging chere- 
by. Corporations tochooſe-Repreſentatives among themſelves of their own Cities and 
Boroughs, inhabiting and dwelling-among ther, and ſure this was done with as great 
Wiſdem as Julticez tor tince the detign of Burge ſles, from every Corporation was. (and 
{till is ) ,thae each. City and. Borough.might mo ſome body.on their behalfs. preſent 
in Parliament, well verſed ingheir; ways and means ofdealing,, belt acquainted with 
their Greivances,,,and conſequently beſtable to xepreſent them 3- that ſo through the - 
endeavonrs of.eycry Burgeles yn particular , the Miſchiefs and Greivances of every 
part being made known, by thoſe who, beſt, knew them, -the whole Nation might 
be preſerved and, its Intrets. advanced 3. Ido not ſee nor can conceive how any man 
can;be preſumed better qualifyed-to anſwer theſe ends, than ſuch men as the Statue 
dires, viz.. Citizens and Burgeſles refident, dwellingand Free ia the fame Citics 
and Boroughs and in no other wile 3 and ſure for any number of men in any Cary | 
poration to ſet pp a ſtranger, for the Eledtion,, is a bold liberty they aſſumsg to ther 
ſelves of difpenting with, Agz.of , Parliament, . and; that in a- matter of the higheſt 
nature and conſeguency imaginable 5 ir is impoſing their ſenſe upon the Nation, and 
preferring their own private opinion to the Supream Wiſdom and Judgment of the 
Kingdom, the King and his two. Houſes; and this I thinkis ſufficient to ſhew them 
their plain, calic and neceſſary. duty in Elections. .I come now to ſhew«thatit is their 
Tntereſt alſo, where it might be.enough to tell them that the ſame reaſons which 
induced af firſt the making that. AR of Parliament, do ar this day oblige in point of 
interclt all men to the jult execution of it.:. It is a known rule, ceſſunte cauſa ceſſat ef- 
fetus 3 1o vice, verſa , ſhould the ſame- cauſes Spatinulng, be attended with the like 
eftc&s 3 and.indeed I ſhould. be glad that any, man would ſhew. me, how according 
toi Statute maſt of our; late Elections .be made out : how by your Statute is a 
entleman,of the. Temple a. tit Member for . Farceſtor. or. Taunton? or how a very 
worthy Knight reſident and —_— in Southampton Square ( tho, otherwiſe of 
very great abilities) ſufficiently qualified for a Burgels of Plymoyth ? how theſe Gentle- 
men I ſay (thanever ſo learned, in- all other things): can be fy poſed. to underſtand 
pefedtly the particular Intereſt of Cities and: Towns, in . which, perhaps they nere 
{et foot but at, Elections? or what reaſon Tradeſmen have to hope or promiſe them- 
{clves, that Strangers (being, Gentlemen, whoſe Intereſts it; they run not directly 
counter to, are yet very different. from\theirs who chooſe them) fhould be more con- 
cerned for thcir good (tho in oppoſition totheir own,) than men of their own body, 
obliged by the ſame Intereſts, and therefore moved by the fame conliderations, is 
not within my.undesftanding : The miſchiefs and evils in the Body Politick do thus 
far. xeſemble the natural body. that ro know.and well underſtand the diſtemper is a 
good ftep to the cure of it, . this is by allmen allowed 3 fo likewiſe that the knowledge 
a Phyſician, has of the conſtitution of a body withreaſon prefers him to abler means 
in. the cure ,.;as moſt likely: to remove theevil, .common experience demonſirates 
daily : This;might be ſuthcient to; ſhew. that tis the intereſt of Tradeſmen, to lend 
Members choſen gut of themſelves 3. yet to make.-this more plain, to matter of Reaſon 
E will add matter of Fat,, and ſhewthem how-by negledt of this duty in their, E- 
Icons they have already, actually received much damage, ; | 
© 1, . What: pas che Houſe of Commons, being tull of Gentlemen, done, as for inſtance 
(not,to run back into times, which it were to be wiſht were asabſolutly forgot as the 
Guilt of them, is forgiven): in 1660? It . was neceflary to improve the revenue of 
the Crowngthey did it by. cafing themſelvesand laying the burthen upon the Trading 
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* The Court of Wardsand Liveries, Fenures in Capite and by Knights ſervice, were 
one of the goodlieſt Jewelsin the Crown, ahigh and valt Prerogative it was, and 
fuch a one, by means whereof the Kings of England had 2 range hand over all 
the Gentry, by the great Iaterefi they had in all cheir houſes as well over the perſons 
of their Children as their Eſtates 3 yet this Prerogative extended but to them, 
Tradeſmen were notat all concerned, this therefore they thought fic to retnove , 
but that the Crown might be no loſer ( as there was-vo reaſon it ſhowld ) fome- 
thing was to be found out equivalent, the Exciſe, which juſt before had been given 

for the Kings Life, was thought fitteſt, and was accordingly 
PO HLCD. bay ſectled-upon the Crown in Fee. 
IT, The taking away theſe Courts has been as Prejudicial to the Yeomanry , 
as it has been uſeful to the Gentry, who before, of Intereſt were obliged co make 
their Fartms eſs, and'to let long Leaſes at reaſonable Ratesz but now they erect 
great Farrns which few are able to Rent, and Rack the poor Tenants-- 

NT. All the Aﬀeſſments and Revenues of the Crown, axe cheifly paid by 
the middle fort of People, as Tenths and firſt Fruits from the Clergy, Cuſtoms 
by Merchants, Exciſe by Brewers, Chimney-mony by Tenants, Frecholders 
paying nothing certain to the Crown , which is a great diſadvantage tothe Tra- 
ding People z that Freeholders are not obliged to forme Proportion, atleali in pay- 
ments With them. | | 

IV. Upon a Prcſumption of raifing the Produt of 1 oy many Laws have been 
nepletied which would be highly for the intereſt of the Trading fort of People,and 
ſome Laws have been made direQly contrary totheir Interetby, which is no wonder, 
when amongſt the Law=givers there are ſofew ( if any ) that either underſtand what 
may prejudice or advance Trade, or if they do,through elf Intereſt, Politickly dif- 
femble that Knowledge, of this ſort are all thoſe Laws which give leave for the Ex- 
portation of the prowth of England without ManufaQuuring : Secondly moſt of 
thoſe Laws prohibit the growth of other Countries , which it- Trading were 
free, we might with great advantage purchaſ? with our own ManufaQtures, 
of this kind there is a very late one, the Iriſh Bill, which coriching only a few fn 

the Weſt of England; is out of every houſe-keepers way in London, and moſt Coun- 
ies, twenty ſhillings a year for evety perſon in his Family, befides the diſad« 
vantage of our Artificers In Exchange of Manufz&ure, and ourTriſh Merchant in 


Exchangeof Mony.  _. | 
pefore Apmorrks += I muſt needs here” mention one great damage the Crown it 
KIf Cuftains by this Bill 3 for the Victualing the Navy fiands his Majefty each poand 
of Beef once as. much agair! as his Neighbours the French and Dutch, to whom 
the Iriſh (bcing forbidden England) are forced to Tell their Cattle at a very tow race; 
thus the King loſes, the City loſes, all Ireland or a good part of it ſuffers, when 
beſides the French and Dutch, a few Weſt Country Gentlemen and their Tenants 


" % 


only gain by it. SA Wee" | 
p. There are many Laws which would be of very great uſe for the Publick 


Tatereft, whichupon the 'fame account are negle&ed and laid afide 3 as firſt the moff 
excelletit Stature of the fifth of the Queen, Ch. 5. The very title of - which were 
ſufficient to recommend it, it 'is an A touching pelitick Conflitutions, for the 
maintenance of 'the Navy 3 in this Statute amongft other things , that great and 
wile Princeſs, and as true a Proteftantas the belt' of them that diſtinguiſh them- 
{Ives by the Name, tnakes feveral Proviſions for the encreaſe of-Shipping, and 
Saylers, appointing them certain Fiſh days, by which means they might be encoura- 
ged through the cerrainty of a Market for Fiſh, to build Veſſels,” bring up and 
. employ Scamen ,. and for want of which, thole few that do now ufc Fiſhing, 
carry it Into other Comtries, where they are ſure of a Market, fo that we find 
by Experichce that Fiſh is cheaper'in other Countries of Exrope, than it is here in 
England, though that Fiſh be taken upon our Coaſt and by our Conntry-men. Se. 
condly Fleſh would be at a more reaſonable rate , if that Prodigious [quantity were' 
not each day devoured, and for which we are look'd upon as fuch-Gluttons by the 
| world 
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world, even to become a by>word among the Natiqns, for whe has; not heard it 
faid that London mult needs be a firange Beaſt, that in fix Months conſunges more 
ficth than all Spain in ſeven years, and this was anotherend of that Scatute. 

V1. The Laws oughtto be revived which preſerves the Property of che Trading 
Corporation, and thoſe which regard Aliens, not that at this time, when the Wit- 
dom of King and Council think ht info extraordinary+an occaſion to receive and 
encourage them to uſe their Trades , I preſume to offer any thing further than 
that the Statute, whereby they cannot work, but as retained by Engliſh, nor cake o- 
ther Apprentices than Engliſh, ſaving their own Children , beat that time look*d 
well after; for that by ſuch means, theſe Aliens might freely Trade, and the Pro- 
fit be ſhared between them and the Engliſh, bes 

7. The Laws againſt Hawkers ought to be revived, by whom great abuſes are 
committed, Waresare ill made and Trade brought low, all which matters now 
ſoheavy on Tradeſmen would be remedied, if fo in their Elections they perſucd 
the Act of Parliament, and made choiſe of ſuch men as were ſenſible of ſuch grei- 
vances, and were obliged as well of Intereſt as in Juſtice toredrefs them. 

There arc likewiſe many things very advantageous and beneficial that might be 
paſt into Laws, if ſuch Elections were, 

I, As firſt, that Freeholders ſhould conſtantly bear an equal ſhare in Payments to 
the Crown with the Trading People 3 that would Enable the King to force a 
Trade abroad, and encourage ManufaQtures at home. 

2. That a Regiſter 'might be Eftabliſh'd to prevent Cheats, which fall moſt on 
Tradeſmen, and the many trivial Suits in Law, upon ſeveral and inconfiderable ac* 
counts 3 a Bleſſing not to be hoped for as long as Lawyers fill the Houſe. 

3. That all Linnen cloth under the value of. 3 s. an Ell might be-prohibited, 
anda valuable Tax fet upon our .own ManufaQured Cloth, to make up the loſs 
the Crown will receive by that Prohibition : This would employ a Million of People, 
andif the Work were carried on by a publick Stock, it would in three years time 
abate as much in the Poors Book , as the firſt advanced Stock would:amount to. 

4. That many Perſons having little or no Eſtate, ( who live at a rate much a» 
bove their Ranks and Fortrmes, whereby the Tradeſmen ot whom they take up 
mult needs be loſers ) may be obligedto take to ſome honeſt Employment, 

5. That mony lent upon Land-ſecurity, ſhould . not reccive above 41. 105. per 
Cent. and tony upon Perſonal-ſecurity, be at 87. per Cent. The preſent <quality of 
Intcrelt mony, withourrelpedt to the difference of the ſecurity, having this difad= 
varitage, that 61. per Cent. being more profitable than the Land it {elf at 20, years 
P::+chaſe, men chooſe rather to lend upen Land, than Purchaſe it 3 hence ariſe 
Mortgages, whereby ſo many have beet cheated 3 where if this remedy were had, 
men would chooſe to buy autright , and Fraud preveated- . 

From theſe Conſiderations I prefume it is by this time pretty plain, that it is the 
Intereli of all the Corporations in England, tomakechoice in their Ele&ions here- 
after, of Tradeſmen of their own reſpective Corporations z itbeing as abſurd as 
injurious to truſt all the Trade of Engiand, in the hands of men, who neither 
truly underſtand it, nor are concerned to improve and advance it, it being clearly 
the Intereſt of Frecholders;. that the number of Tradeſmen increaſe, - though not 
cheir Fortunes, that Tradeſmen be manyand poor. 

There is nodoubt but after the making of the Statute of FH. 5th. Citizens and 
Tradeſmen were returned to ſerve in Parliament 3 and*tis very clear that the rea- 
fon why that Cuſtom has been diſcontinued, was by reaſon of the. charges each 
City and Borough was at-in- paying their Members , which made them give car to 
thoſe who voluntarily profered their ſervice, tho they have dearly paid for it fince ; 


| ſurely there' is ſcarce any Corporation fo poor, but amongſt them-may be found 


two men of ſuch Fortunes as docs enable them to bear the expence of that ſervice, 
tho otherwiſe the paying of Membets isby far the leſsevil, conſidering what bur- 
thens have been laid upon them by a houſe of Commons made upof Gentlemen and 
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The: greateſt! Strengh and Riches of: England, were formerly in; the-hagds of 
the midgle'fort of' People,” and is not yet ſo tar Alienated , but that-it\may be re- 
trieved , it care. be taken tomake due Eleqions; without which the wealth of 
the-Narion will 'quickly be:engrofſed intoa few hands , and what waysor means 
men then ſhall have 40 raife their Foruunes /by Diligence and Induſtry, every ordi- 
-nary Judgement:<an tctisfiect felf. 7 | vg 19h 1 49 991677 

; From theſ&late EleQions it: has followed ,, that the Intereſts of Corporations 
have/beenneglected, - their :greivances unregarded, whilfi ſo many learned Gentle- 
men, have thought cvery-thing leſs than the whole Kingdomat a lump, too mean 
for their Conſideration. 7 17 4+ -* 

The bare name of a States-man, or Stickler , has of late prefer'd many men to 
Elc@tions, :and/they have held themſelves obliged to make good the opinion their 
EleQors: had -entertained-of them 3 ſo that one may ſay every fingle Lurgel(s has of 
late, been'inot-ſo' much the Repreſentative of a Corporation, as” of the, whole 
Kingdom. i 3. 0% 7779 Hf | 

The Reaſon men' give:to'excuſe the great-neglect of. the Intereſt of Corporations 
is very-plauſible:5Corporations,ſay they, are but little Members of the body politick, 
of which the State is the head 3 if that be diſeaſed and its, humours-not purged, 
the ſeveral Members wilt be: .affe&ed, and that .Iallow 3 But whether the ways arid 
meaſures lately perſued with 1o much zeal .and paſſion., be the propercſt means to 
purge what ill humours are inthe head, ſo-as to reſtore;health and vigour toevery 
Members Queſtion.” May: we not: reaſonably. think;that-it every Member would 
ſtudy the 'particular advantages of that County , City, - Borough, he ſerves tor , 
' make it his buſineſs to.enquire well into: their Intereſts, - and repreſent their real 
greivances,ard-each in their turns get the concurrence of the whole houſe to the 
remedying thereof z mayiwe not think, I'fay, that this way of curingand comfort- 
ing every Member 1everally (which would produce in the end,-caſe and fatery-ro all} 
- might: do; the bufinefs every whit as well ? yet this is not to. be expected, whilſt: by.a 
monſtrous: miſtruſt of the honeſty or ability.of own our fellowCitizens;(not likeLox. 
don, who has wiſely at all times preſerved that great and important right of ſending 
Membersof her-own)we accept of. Gentlemen,whomditbutfor their eager defire- of 
the employment, being Strangers to us )} wemight-very-reaſonably ſuſpeR to have 
ſome other and'further ends and deſigns by the EleQtion;:; than-our Intereſts and con- 
cerns3 For 'T cannot be brought to believe;;' that a Gentleman, one whom I have 
never obliged, - of different Intereſts fromime, ,will: ſpend athouſand pounds to car 
.ryan Election, merely to ſerve mine: [How unlikely this.is, -and unreaſonable ſo- 
ever it be to beleive it, yet-we ſwaHow:the Pill, andare as fond of chooſing them, 
as. they are;glad to be chofen | Thus whilſt-we cry'ont- Liberty and'Property, full 
of needleſs ana imaginary fears and apprehenfions; from higher : Powers,. .we our 
{elves are the greateſt betrayers of our Rights and: Liberties, : whilſt we-xaſhly and 
unadviſedly.,/ truſt them and our Religionin the hands of.men, whoſe Principles 
in Religion, Maxims of''State, ſecret grudges and diltaſtsat.the Government,up- 
on private! accounts, we as: little. underfiard as they do Qur true Intereſts: | 

+-And now:whilft we may Lawfully do our fclves Juſtice, ;to.negle it, and promiſe 
itto our {alves' from' other men;is furelygreat indifcretion:; | The miſcheifs and in- 
conveniences of undue Eletions , are Irhope. made out,: the burthen: that lies (6 
Heavy on: Tradeſmen [molt plain 3 whatis:wanting to perfe& the; happineſs of the 
| Nation, and the means to arrive at it ſet down 3 and all thjs::to-be done with: muctr 
caſe and. ſecurity; i If therefore the Conliderations of duty! cannot move mien -to 
ſand their- own Friends, atleaſt let the'dear. Argument of: (elf -Imereſt tbe.as pre- 
valent inthis; | as.it uſually'is upon all other; occaſions. ::-;., 3 
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